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CHARACTERIZATION OF SUBTERRANEAN
FORMATION PROPERTIES DERIVED FROM
QUANTITATIVE X-RAY CT SCANS OF DRILL

CUTTINGS

This application claims the benefit under 35 U.S.C. §119
(e) of prior U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 61/535,
601, filed Sep. 16, 2011, which is incorporated in its entirety
by reference herein.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to methods and systems used to
characterize subterranean formations.

In order to make effective decisions about drilling and
producing hydrocarbons from a subterranean formation,
geologists and reservoir engineers attempt to create a static
and a dynamic three-dimensional description of an oil or gas
reservoir, based on the one- and two-dimensional data from
well cores and seismic surveys. The objectives of a static
reservoir description include 1) extrapolate core data to
uncored wells; 2) define quantity and distribution of rock
properties such as porosity, saturation, and permeability in
each well; 3) interpolate rock property data between wells; 4)
identify flow units from porosity versus permeability popu-
lations and 5) build a knowledge base about the reservoir for
today and the future. The objectives of a dynamic reservoir
description are 1) test the static model for accuracy; 2) predict
future performance under various operational scenarios and
3) optimize production for maximum long-term economic
return.

Analysis of cores is one method used to obtain static res-
ervoir data. In this method a number of boreholes are drilled
over the area of land under which the subterranean formation
of interest is located and well cores are extracted. These well
cores are then tested and various physical, chemical, electri-
cal, or other properties of the rock and/or fluids are recorded
from analysis of the cores. Typically, a well log is stored in a
data set in a computer database that can be displayed on a
computer display, paper graph or other display medium with
the measured physical property of the rock on one axis and
depth (distance from the surface) on the other axis. More than
one property is typically displayed on the same log.

Analysis of a single core provides information about facies
through which the borehole was drilled as a function of depth
at the specific surface location of the bore hole. By plotting
similar properties over a wide area, the geologist or reservoir
engineer can build a three dimensional model of where par-
ticular facies exist, make estimates of where hydrocarbons
are likely to be present and estimate the quantity of hydrocar-
bons that can likely be recovered.

Cores may be analyzed in a number of ways. Physical tests
may be performed on the core to measure its bulk density for
example. Chemical analysis can be performed to estimate
effective atomic number. Other laboratory tests can also be
performed.

Digital analysis of cores is becoming more common. Dual
energy X-ray computed tomographic image scans of cores
are used to estimate bulk density and effective atomic num-
ber. Plugs extracted from cores are used for further analysis to
estimate rock properties such as resistivity, elasticity and
permeability and rock/fluid properties such as relative perme-
ability and capillary using digital rock physics techniques.

Using cores to estimate properties of subterranean forma-
tions has several shortcomings. Some underground forma-
tions such as shales can have many very thin facies, some-
times only a few centimeters thick. The accuracy of core
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depth estimates is on the order of 3 meters. Boreholes can be
horizontally separated by hundreds or thousands meters on
the surface. Each borehole provides a point of information
about the underground formation at a specific surface loca-
tion. The geologist must interpolate between borehole loca-
tions to estimate the location of a facies of interest in between
borehole locations. Underground facies typically do not fol-
low straight lines and as such, significant errors in estimating
location of facies can occur. With the advent of horizontal
drilling the need to have more detailed information about the
precise location of facies and facie properties has become
more important. It is not practical to extract horizontal cores
from a well bore and vertical cores provide only limited data.
Core analysis is not practical in real time or near-real time.
Cores must be extracted and shipped to a laboratory for analy-
sis and this can require many days or weeks to complete. As
a result, core analysis is of very little value to questions that
arise at the time a well is being drilled.

Other techniques are employed to gain insight into wells
and subterranean formations. Wire line logs employ a mea-
suring instrument, often called a probe, sonde or logging tool,
that is lowered into the borehole on the end of an insulated
electrical cable. The cable provides power to operate the
downhole instrumentation and additional wires in the cable
carry signals from the tool back to the surface. The cable itself
is used for estimating depth such that properties measured by
the tools can be related to depth in the borehole. Wire line logs
are limited because the measurements must be performed
down hole and the type and quality of measurements that can
be made are limited relative to laboratory tests. To use a wire
line log, the drill must be removed from the borehole. Wire
line logs have the advantage that they can provide current
information about down hole conditions of a well that is being
drilled but the need to remove the drill to perform the wire line
test delays drilling, often at significant cost.

Mud logs are another technique used to examine well char-
acteristics. Mud logs gather qualitative and semi-quantitative
data from hydrocarbon analyzers that measure and record the
level of hydrocarbons brought up in the mud. Analyzers such
as chromatographs are used to determine the chemical
makeup of the hydrocarbons. From the mud analysis, infor-
mation about the formation can be estimated. In addition to
drilling mud, drill cuttings are carried to the surface in the
drilling mud. These cuttings can be examined and tested for
composition, size, shape, color, texture and hydrocarbon con-
tent. Because the mud flows from downhole to the surface and
because the drill cuttings must be fluidized in the mud to be
returned to the surface, there is a lag time and error in know-
ing the exact location of the mud and cuttings. Lag times can
vary from several minutes to several hours depending upon
well conditions. Leaks in the drill pipe or fractures in the well
bore can affect lag time introducing additional error in esti-
mating depth from which mud or drill cuttings came. In
addition to the error in exact location, drill cuttings are small,
typically from about several millimeters to less than 250
microns in size. The small size and uncertainty about the
location from which the cutting was produced limit the value
of information from analysis of cuttings.

Logging while drilling (LWD) is another technique in
which well logging tools are placed downhole as part of the
bottom hole assembly (BHA) while the well is being drilled.
LWD measurements are somewhat more limited than wire
line logs but the cost of LWD is relatively high.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A feature of the present invention is a method to obtain
formation characteristics of comparable quality to digital
rock physics in near-real time.
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A further feature of the present invention is a system to
obtain well and formation characteristics of comparable qual-
ity to digital rock physics in near-real time.

A further feature of the present invention is a method to
reconstitute a horizontal well core by assembling groups of
drill cuttings in a manner that approximates the rock at a
specific location in a well bore.

A further feature of the present invention is a method to
estimate formation properties by analyzing one or more
groups of drill cuttings.

To achieve these and other advantages and in accordance
with the purposes of the present invention, as embodied and
broadly described herein, the present invention relates, in
part, to a method to characterize subterranean formations,
comprising: a) extracting drill cuttings from a drilling fluid at
the Earth’s surface, wherein the drilling fluid transports the
drill cuttings to the Earth’s surface after use of the drilling
fluid in a drilling of a wellbore in a subterranean reservoir; b)
grouping the drill cuttings into a group of cuttings based on a
time of arrival of the drill cuttings at the Earth’s surface; ¢)
repeating steps a) and b) at least once to provide a plurality of
groups of drill cuttings that arrive sequentially at different
recorded times at the Earth’s surface; d) measuring bulk
density of at least one of the plurality of groups of drill
cuttings of ¢); e) performing a multi-energy X-ray CT scan of
the at least one group of drill cuttings of d) to generate digital
images of the drill cuttings of the group of drill cuttings; f)
estimating the bulk density and effective atomic number as
data pairs for each of the cuttings of the at least one group of
cuttings scanned in e); g) assembling a reconstituted core
using at least of a portion of the at least one group of drill
cuttings; and h) determining at least one rock or formation
parameter associated with a subterranean location in the sub-
terranean reservoir using the reconstituted core.

The present invention also relates to a method to charac-
terize subterranean formations, comprising: a) extracting
drill cuttings from a used drilling fluid at the Earth’s surface,
wherein the drilling fluid transports the drill cuttings to the
Earth’s surface after use of the drilling fluid in a drilling of a
wellbore in a subterranean reservoir; b) grouping the drill
cuttings into a group of cuttings based on a time of arrival of
the drill cuttings at the Earth’s surface; c) repeating steps a)
and b) at least once to provide a plurality of groups of drill
cuttings that arrive sequentially at different recorded times at
the Earth’s surface; d) measuring bulk density of a plurality of
groups of drill cuttings of c); e) performing a multi-energy
X-ray CT scan of the plurality of groups of drill cuttings of d)
to generate digital images of the drill cuttings of the groups of
drill cuttings; f) estimating the bulk density and effective
atomic number as data pairs for each of the cuttings of the at
least one group of cuttings scanned in e); g) determining if a
change in trend occurs for a group of drill cutting in f); h)
assembling a reconstituted core using a group of drill cuttings
for which a change in trend was determined to occur in g); and
1) determining at least one rock or formation parameter asso-
ciated with a subterranean location in the subterranean reser-
voir using the reconstituted core of h).

The present invention also relates to a system to character-
ize subterranean formations, comprising: (a) a drill cutting
collection unit for extracting drill cuttings from a drilling fluid
in groups of drill cuttings based on a time of arrival of the drill
cuttings at the Earth’s surface and placing the groups of drill
cuttings in respective containers; (b) a device for measuring
bulk density of at least one of the plurality of groups of drill
cuttings; (¢) a multi-energy X-ray CT scanner having a stage
capable of holding at least one of the groups of drill cuttings,
and optionally including the container that holds the group of
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drill cuttings, and (d) one or more computer systems operable
to 1) obtain 3-D digital images of the groups of drill cuttings,
i1) estimating the bulk density and effective atomic number as
data pairs for each of the cuttings of the at least one group of
cuttings scanned in the multi-energy X-ray CT scanner e), iii)
assembling a reconstituted core using at least of a portion of
the at least one group of drill cuttings, iv) using the reconsti-
tuted core to determine at least one rock or formation param-
eter associated with a subterranean location in the subterra-
nean reservoir, and v) output the results to at least one device
to display, print, or store results of the computations; and (e)
at least one device to display, print, or store results of the
computations.

The present invention also relates to a computer program
product on a non-transitory computer readable medium that,
when performed on a processor in a computerized device
provides a method for performing computations of one or
more or all of the indicated steps of the indicated methods.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and following detailed description are exemplary
and explanatory only and are intended to provide a further
explanation of the present invention, as claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 schematically shows a method for grouping drill
cuttings in a process of characterizing subterranean formation
properties according to an example of the present application.

FIG. 2 schematically shows a reconstituted core assembled
from grouped drill cuttings according to an example of the
present application.

FIG. 3 shows a process of characterizing subterranean
formation properties derived from quantitative X-ray CT scan
of drill cuttings according to an example of the present appli-
cation.

FIG. 4 shows a system which is useful for performing the
process of FIG. 3 according to an example of the present
application.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PRESENT
INVENTION

The present invention relates to a method and system to
estimate formation characteristics of comparable quality to
digital rock physics in near-real time. A selective grouping
and classification of drill cuttings as they are produced in the
drilling process can be used as a representation for a horizon-
tal well core and that the representation of the horizontal well
core can be analyzed by dual energy X-ray computed tomo-
graphic analysis to build a model of the well bore, the region
surrounding the well bore and a subterranean reservoir. The
method to obtain formation characteristics of comparable
quality to digital rock physics in near-real time can involve
one or more of the following steps.

Drill cuttings are extracted from a drilling fluid. This can be
achieved by means of a shale shaker or similar device.

The drill cuttings 101 are classified and grouped based on
the time they arrive at the surface (see FIG. 1). The drill
cuttings can be placed in different containers 102 for storing
and/or for the grouping of cuttings based on arrival time and
extraction at the Earth’s surface. Drill cuttings may be
grouped such that the downhole coordinates from which they
were produced are estimated to be within about plus or minus
10 feet or more of actual. As used herein, “downhole” refers
to the wellbore extending into the subterranean reservoir in a
direction or directions further away from its starting point,
and not necessarily only vertically down, as the wellbore also
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can extend horizontally at least in part relative to the Earth’s
surface which horizontal portion(s) is (are) also considered
“downhole” for purposes of the present invention. The
grouped drill cuttings may be stored in a bag, canister or
similar device for further processing.

Optionally, the drill cuttings may then be further classified
by size for example the fraction above about 60 to about 40
mesh or larger or the fraction lower than about 40 to about 60
mesh or smaller.

Optionally, the drill cuttings may be cleaned by washing or
similar process and dried.

One group of drill cuttings can be analyzed or two or more
groups of drill cuttings can be analyzed and the results
arranged in sequential order. The corresponding downhole
coordinates of the estimated location of the drill cuttings is
recorded along with the physical location of the groups of
drill cuttings.

Optionally, the sequential arrangement of grouped drill
cuttings may be placed in one or more containers. The con-
tainer may be a tube with a circular, rectangular or other cross
section. The container may be an open tray. The width of the
container is selected such that the container and the contained
drill cuttings may pass through the sample opening on an
X-ray CT scanner or similar device. The width of the con-
tainer is from about 10 cm or less or from about 8 cm or less
or from about 6 cm or less.

Optionally, the grouped, sequential drill cuttings may be
secured by embedding them in a material to hold them
securely in place. The material for this purpose may be a resin
such as epoxy or similar material.

Bulk density of the groups of drill cuttings can be physi-
cally measured. One method to do this would be to weigh a
group of drill cuttings (M, ) and place them in a container of
known volume (V). Then the container is filled with water or
another liquid and the volume of liquid required to fill the
container is recorded (V). Bulk density (p) is then calculated,

M

PG

An entire bulk density of the group of cuttings placed in
container can be determined in this way.

The grouped, sequential drill cuttings (the target object) are
then analyzed by a dual energy CT scan. The method of
analysis may be as described by Wellington and Vinegar
(Wellington, S. L. and Vinegar, H. I., “X-ray Computerized
Tomography,” Journat oF PETRoLEUM TECHNOLOGY, 1987); Sid-
diqui, A. and Khamees, A. A., “Dual-Energy CT-Scanning
Applications in Rock Characterization,” SocETy oF PETRO-
LEUM ENciNeERS, 2004, SPE 90520, or Derzhi as described in
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/527,660, filed Jun. 20,
2012, published as U.S. Patent Application Publication No.
2013/0028371 A1, which are incorporated in their entireties
by reference herein. The general steps in the method of analy-
sis are but are not limited to

1. performing a scan (such as a dual energy X-ray CT scan)
of the target object,

2. calculating density and effective atomic number for the
target object, based on the high and low energy CT
values.

The invention further includes a system, such as a system
that includes a computer having a programmable micropro-
cessor, for estimating bulk density and effective atomic num-
ber from groupings of selected drill cuttings. The system can
include at least an X-ray CT scanner or similar device, a
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desktop computer with optional equipment such as a high-
end video card and at least about 8 GigaBytes (GB) of RAM,
3D analysis software, additional software tools for image
segmentation. Sample preparation equipment includes core
tools for washing the cuttings, sieves for screening cuttings,
holders for the reconstituted core, and similar tools.

The system of the present invention can be mobile or
located at a fixed site. The system can be transportable to and
from a wellsite where it can be used on-site. The system may
be installed in a mobile enclosure, for example, such as a
trailer, van, motor coach or similar device such that it can be
transported to a well site and analyses run on-site. Thus, with
the present invention, the characterization of drill cuttings and
ultimately the site of drilling can be studied and understood
within minutes or hours of retrieving the drill cuttings and, as
indicated, can be done right at the site of the drilling opera-
tions, thus providing the operators immediate information
with regard to the drilling and well bore operations. With the
present invention and the information received within min-
utes or hours, the drill operators can make adjustments or
perfect the drilling or location of drilling operations.

The invention further includes a reconstituted core 200 that
comprises drill cuttings that are grouped and classified
according to the time at which they arrive at the surface
transported by the drilling fluid (see FIG. 2). The groupings of
drill cuttings (201, 202,203, 204, 205, etc.) that comprise the
reconstituted core 200 may or may not be physically
assembled. The reconstituted core can be a physical assembly
or a logical assembly. The cuttings can simulate a core as a
three-dimensional value in this way. The reconstituted core
cross-references the location on the reconstituted core and the
subterranean location from which the drill cuttings were pro-
duced. The drill cuttings included in the reconstituted core
may include the entire drill cuttings collected in a particular
time period and from a particular subterranean location, or the
drill cuttings may optionally be further classified according to
size and/or shape.

The reconstituted cores can be assembled for every
scanned grouped drill cuttings of the extracted sequence for
determination of rock or formation properties thereof. This is
not required. Multi-energy scans, such as duel-energy scans
made for groups of cuttings extracted for regular intervals in
the well bore (such as at 10 foot intervals or other distances),
can be made on a sequence of grouped drilling cuttings and
then the results of estimating the bulk density and effective
atomic number as data pairs can be used to monitor for a
change in the trend of the results thereof or other change of
interest. A change in the trend can be considered to indicate
the grouped drill cuttings at the change in trend are represen-
tative of a core. The reconstitution of cores and determination
of rock or formation properties can be focused on grouped
drill cuttings where such a change in trend is observed. This
approach can reduce the number grouped drill cuttings requir-
ing further analysis and processing and can provide a focus on
the grouped drill cuttings that may represent cores of greater
interest.

The X-ray CT scans and estimates of bulk density and
effective atomic number produced from the reconstituted
cores can be displayed graphically on paper similar to tradi-
tional well logs or they can be displayed electronically on a
computer. Because the reconstituted core logs are effectively
a log of the representation of a horizontal well core, the
reconstituted core logs can be used to estimate the porosity
and mineralogy along a horizontal well bore. The reconsti-
tuted core logs can also be combined with traditional vertical
logs to located facies in a formation and to estimate formation
properties. The reconstituted cores can also be used to ana-
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lyze for other rock characteristics and properties such as grain
size, grain size variation, pyrite variation, cutting size, cutting
size distribution, geomechanics, and other rock properties of
interest.

Referring to FIG. 3, a process is shown for a process of
characterizing subterrancan formation properties derived
from quantitative X-ray CT scan of drill cuttings which
includes steps shown herein. In process (300) illustrated in
this figure, for example, steps (301), (302), (303), (304),
(305). (306), (307), (308), (309), (310A-B), (311), (312),
(313), and (314) are included which are described in further
detail elsewhere herein, and reference can be made thereto.
For example, as indicated, as one option (310A), reconsti-
tuted cores can be assembled for every scanned grouped drill
cuttings of the extracted sequence and determining of rock or
formation properties can be generated for all or a lesser num-
ber thereof. In another option (310B), multi-energy scans,
such as duel-energy scans, can be made in step (308) on a
sequence of grouped drilling cuttings and then the results of
estimating the bulk density and effective atomic number as
data pairs in step (309) can be used to monitor, for example,
for a change in the trend of the results thereof. A change in the
trend can be considered to indicate the grouped drill cuttings
at the change in trend are representative of a core. In option
(310B), the reconstitution of cores in step (312) and deter-
mining of rock or formation properties in step (313) can be
focused on grouped drill cuttings where such a change in
trend was observed. As indicated, this approach of option
(310B) can reduce the number grouped drill cuttings requir-
ing further analysis and processing in steps (312)-(314) and
can provide a focus on the grouped drill cuttings that may
represent cores of greater interest. In the indicated process,
the measured bulk density values indicated herein, such as in
step 305 shown in FIG. 3, can be used for calibration and
adjustment of estimated density values in the process, such as
the estimated density values in step 309. For example, the
measured bulk density values indicated herein can be used for
calibrating and adjusting estimated density values in the pro-
cess, such as by using methods shown in the incorporated
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/527,660, published as
U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2013/0028371 Al.
As indicated, these adjustments can be made, for example, as
part of step 309 shown in FIG. 3. The measured bulk densities
can be used in such methods to compensate for any errors in
the interpretation of CT scan data and can produce bulk
densities which have lower residual error compared to actual
bulk densities and can produce bulk density—effective
atomic number trends which are more consistent with physi-
cal observations.

Referring to FIG. 4, a system (400) is shown which can be
adapted for performing the present methods. As shown in this
example, a drill cuttings extractor (401), such as a shale
shaker, is used to extract drill cuttings from a drilling fluid. As
indicated, these extracted drill cuttings can be grouped based
on time of arrival at the surface. A classifier (402) optionally
can be used to classify the drill cuttings by size, specific depth
interval, or other parameter. As indicated, the classifier can be
a stack of mesh sieve trays. A bulk density measuring unit
(403), such as the indicated fluid fillable container, can be
used in determining the bulk density of the groups of drill
cuttings. Three dimensional (3D) images of the grouped drill
cuttings can be generated by a multi-energy scanner (404).
The scanner can comprise, for example, a dual-energy X-ray
multi-energy computer tomographic (CT) scanner, or similar
device capable of producing a three dimensional digital
image of the drill cuttings. The 3D image output (405) of the
scanner can be transferred to a computer (406) having pro-
gram instructions for carrying out the 3D image analysis, and
the indicated estimations of bulk density and effective atomic
numbers as data pairs, reconstituted core assembly, and rock
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or formation parameter determinations, to generate output/
results which can transmitted to one or more devices (407),
such as a display, a printer, data storage medium, or combi-
nations of these. The computer programs used for 3D image
analysis and the CFD computations and simulation modeling
can be stored, as a program product, on at least one computer
usable storage medium (406B) (e.g. a hard disk, a flash
memory device, a compact disc, a magnetic tape/disk, or
other media) associated with at least one processor (406A)
(e.g., aCPU or GPU) which is adapted to run the programs, or
may be stored on an external computer usable storage
medium (not shown) which is accessible to the computer
processor. Computer (406) can include at least one non-tran-
sitory readable memory unit (406C) for storage of the pro-
grams, input data and output data, and other program results,
or combinations of these. For output display, device (407) can
be, for example, a display monitor, CRT, or other visual
means of display (not shown). The computer (406) may
include one or more system computers, which may be imple-
mented as a single personal computer or as a network of
computers. However, those skilled in the art will appreciate
that implementations of various techniques described herein
may be practiced in a variety of computer system configura-
tions, including hypertext transfer protocol (HTTP) servers,
hand-held devices, multiprocessor systems, microprocessor-
based or programmable consumer electronics, network PCs,
minicomputers, mainframe computers, and the like. The units
of system (400) including cuttings extractor (401), classifier
(402), bulk density measuring unit (403), scanner (404), com-
puter (406), and output display and/or external data storage
(407), can be connected to each other for communications
(e.g., data transfer, etc.), via any of hardwire, radio frequency
communications, telecommunications, internet connection,
or other communication means. It is to be understood that the
methods described herein may be implemented in various
forms of hardware, software, firmware, special purpose pro-
cessors, or any combination thereof.

The present invention includes the following aspects/em-
bodiments/features in any order and/or in any combination:
1. The present invention relates to a method to characterize
subterranean formations, comprising:

a) extracting drill cuttings from a drilling fluid at the
Earth’s surface, wherein the drilling fluid transports the drill
cuttings to the Earth’s surface after use of the drilling fluid in
a drilling of a wellbore in a subterranean reservoir;

b) grouping the drill cuttings into a group of cuttings based
on a time of arrival of the drill cuttings at the Earth’s surface;

¢) repeating steps a) and b) at least once to provide a
plurality of groups of drill cuttings that arrive sequentially at
different recorded times at the Earth’s surface;

d) measuring bulk density of at least one of the plurality of
groups of drill cuttings of ¢);

e) performing a multi-energy X-ray CT scan of the at least
one group of drill cuttings of d) to generate digital images of
the drill cuttings of the group of drill cuttings;

f) estimating the bulk density and effective atomic number
as data pairs for each of the cuttings of the at least one group
of cuttings scanned in e);

g) assembling a reconstituted core using at least of a por-
tion of the at least one group of drill cuttings; and

h) determining at least one rock or formation parameter
associated with a subterranean location in the subterranean
reservoir using the reconstituted core.

2. The method of any preceding or following embodiment/
feature/aspect, further comprising performing steps d), e), f)
and g) for at least two of the plurality of groups of drill
cuttings of ¢).

3. The method of any preceding or following embodiment/
feature/aspect, wherein b) comprises estimating downhole
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coordinates from which the group of cuttings were produced
to within about plus or minus 10 feet of actual downhole
location.

4. The method of any preceding or following embodiment/
feature/aspect, wherein said extracting of said drill cuttings
from said drilling fluid in a) comprises separating the cuttings
from the drilling fluid with a shale shaker.

5. The method of any preceding or following embodiment/
feature/aspect, wherein the group of drill cuttings of b) are
stored in a bag or canister.

6. The method of any preceding or following embodiment/
feature/aspect, further comprising classifying the group of
drill cuttings by size after b) and before d).

7. The method of any preceding or following embodiment/
feature/aspect, wherein the classifying by size comprises
separating and recovering a fraction of the group of drill
cuttings having a size above about 60 mesh to about 40 mesh,
or a fraction lower than about 40 mesh to about 60 mesh, for
further use in d).

8. The method of any preceding or following embodiment/
feature/aspect, wherein the group of drill cuttings of b) are
cleaned before d).

9. The method of any preceding or following embodiment/
feature/aspect, wherein two or more groups of drill cuttings
are analyzed in d), e), f) and g), and results thereof are
arranged in sequential order.

10. The method of any preceding or following embodiment/
feature/aspect, further wherein corresponding downhole
coordinates of estimated locations of each of two or more
groups of drill cuttings is recorded along with the physical
location of the groups of drill cuttings.

11. The method of any preceding or following embodiment/
feature/aspect, wherein a sequential arrangement of a plural-
ity of the groups of drill cuttings are placed in separate respec-
tive containers.

12. The method of any preceding or following embodiment/
feature/aspect, wherein the container is a tube with a circular
or rectangular cross section.

13. The method of any preceding or following embodiment/
feature/aspect, wherein the container is an open tray having a
width selected wherein the container and the contained drill
cuttings pass through a sample opening on an X-ray CT
scanner in e).

14. The method of any preceding or following embodiment/
feature/aspect, where the group of drill cuttings is secured in
position in the container by embedding the drill cuttings in a
resin material that holds the drill cuttings securely in place.
15. The method of any preceding or following embodiment/
feature/aspect, wherein b) comprises physically measuring
the bulk density of at least one of the plurality of groups of
drill cuttings.

16. The method of any preceding or following embodiment/
feature/aspect, wherein the physically measuring comprises
weighing a group of drill cuttings (M) and placing the drill
cuttings in a container of known volume (V,), then filling the
container with a liquid, and recording volume of liquid (V,)
required to fill the container, and calculating bulk density (p)
with the formula:

M,
PEy T,

17. The method of any preceding or following embodiment/
feature/aspect, wherein assembling of the reconstituted core
in g) comprises physically assembling the drill cuttings of the
group to provide the reconstituted core.
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18. The method of any preceding or following embodiment/
feature/aspect, wherein assembling of the reconstituted core
in g) comprises logically assembling the drill cuttings of the
group to provide the reconstituted core.

19. The method of any preceding or following embodiment/
feature/aspect, wherein the reconstituted core of g) cross-
references a location on the reconstituted core and a subter-
ranean location from which the drill cuttings were produced.
20. The method of any preceding or following embodiment/
feature/aspect, wherein the drill cuttings included in the
reconstituted core in g) comprise all drill cuttings collected in
a particular time period and from a particular subterranean
location.

21. The method of any preceding or following embodiment/
feature/aspect, wherein the drill cuttings included in the
reconstituted core in g) comprise drill cuttings further classi-
fied according to size, shape, or both.

22. The method of any preceding or following embodiment/
feature/aspect, further comprising 1) displaying at least one of
the X-ray CT scans and estimates of bulk density and effec-
tive atomic number produced from the reconstituted cores.
23. The method of any preceding or following embodiment/
feature/aspect, wherein said displaying comprises at least one
of'graphically displaying on paper and electronically display-
ing on a computer display.

24. The method of any preceding or following embodiment/
feature/aspect, wherein the reconstituted cores are displayed
as a log of a representation of a horizontal well core.

25. The method of any preceding or following embodiment/
feature/aspect, wherein the at least one rock or formation
parameter associated with a subterranean location in the sub-
terranean reservoir of h) is at least one rock property selected
from porosity, mineralogy, grain size, grain size variation,
pyrite variation, cutting size, cutting size distribution, geome-
chanics, or any combinations thereof.

26. The method of any preceding or following embodiment/
feature/aspect, wherein the at least one rock or formation
parameter associated with a subterranean location in the sub-
terranean reservoir of h) is at least one of a facies location in
the formation and a formation property.

27. The present invention also relates to a method to charac-
terize subterranean formations, comprising:

a) extracting drill cuttings from a used drilling fluid at the
Earth’s surface, wherein the drilling fluid transports the drill
cuttings to the Earth’s surface after use of the drilling fluid in
a drilling of a wellbore in a subterranean reservoir;

b) grouping the drill cuttings into a group of cuttings based
on a time of arrival of the drill cuttings at the Earth’s surface;

¢) repeating steps a) and b) at least once to provide a
plurality of groups of drill cuttings that arrive sequentially at
different recorded times at the Earth’s surface;

d) measuring bulk density of a plurality of groups of drill
cuttings of ¢);

e) performing a multi-energy X-ray CT scan of the plural-
ity of drill cuttings of d) to generate digital images of the drill
cuttings of the groups of drill cuttings;

f) estimating the bulk density and effective atomic number
as data pairs for each of the cuttings of the at least one group
of cuttings scanned in e);

g) determining if a change in trend occurs for a group of
drill cutting in f):

h) assembling a reconstituted core using a group of drill
cuttings for which a change in trend was determined to occur
in g); and

i) determining at least one rock or formation parameter
associated with a subterranean location in the subterranean
reservoir using the reconstituted core of h).
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28. A system to characterize subterranean formations, com-
prising:

(a) adrill cutting collection unit for extracting drill cuttings
from a drilling fluid in groups of drill cuttings based on a time
of arrival of the drill cuttings at the Earth’s surface and plac-
ing the groups of drill cuttings in respective containers;

(b) a device for measuring bulk density of at least one of the
plurality of groups of drill cuttings;

(c) amulti-energy X-ray CT scanner having a stage capable
of holding at least one of the groups of drill cuttings, and
optionally including the container that holds the group of drill
cuttings, and

(d) one or more computer systems operable to 1) obtain 3-D
digital images of the groups of drill cuttings, ii) estimating the
bulk density and effective atomic number as data pairs for
each of the cuttings of the at least one group of cuttings
scanned in the multi-energy X-ray CT scanner e), iii) assem-
bling a reconstituted core using at least of a portion of the at
least one group of drill cuttings, iv) using the reconstituted
core to determine at least one rock or formation parameter
associated with a subterranean location in the subterranean
reservoir, and v) output the results to at least one device to
display, print, or store results of the computations; and

(e) atleast one device to display, print, or store results of the

computations.
29. The present invention also relates to a computer program
product on a non-transitory computer readable medium that,
when performed on a processor in a computerized device
provides a method for performing computations of one or
more or all of the indicated steps of any preceding method.

The present invention can include any combination of
these various features or embodiments above and/or below as
set forth in sentences and/or paragraphs. Any combination of
disclosed features herein is considered part of the present
invention and no limitation is intended with respect to com-
binable features.

Applicant specifically incorporates the entire contents of
all cited references in this disclosure. Further, when an
amount, concentration, or other value or parameter is given as
either a range, preferred range, or a list of upper preferable
values and lower preferable values, this is to be understood as
specifically disclosing all ranges formed from any pair of any
upper range limit or preferred value and any lower range limit
or preferred value, regardless of whether ranges are sepa-
rately disclosed. Where a range of numerical values is recited
herein, unless otherwise stated, the range is intended to
include the endpoints thereof, and all integers and fractions
within the range. It is not intended that the scope of the
invention be limited to the specific values recited when defin-
ing a range.

Other embodiments of the present invention will be appar-
ent to those skilled in the art from consideration of the present
specification and practice of the present invention disclosed
herein. It is intended that the present specification and
examples be considered as exemplary only with a true scope
and spirit of the invention being indicated by the following
claims and equivalents thereof.

What is claimed is:

1. A method to characterize subterranean formations, com-

prising:

a) extracting drill cuttings from a used drilling fluid at the
Earth’s surface, wherein the drilling fluid transports the
drill cuttings to the Earth’s surface after use of the drill-
ing fluid in a drilling of a wellbore in a subterranean
reservoir;

b) grouping the drill cuttings into a group of cuttings based
on a time of arrival of the drill cuttings at the Earth’s
surface;

¢) repeating steps a) and b) at least once to provide a
plurality of groups of drill cuttings that arrive sequen-
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tially at different recorded times at the Earth’s surface,
wherein the plurality of groups of drill cuttings are
placed in separate respective containers in a sequential
arrangement thereof, wherein different containers are
used to store different groups of drill cuttings having
different times of arrival,

d) measuring a bulk density of at least one of the plurality
of groups of drill cuttings of ¢) to provide a measured
bulk density;

e) performing a multi-energy X-ray CT scan of the at least
one group of drill cuttings of d) to generate digital
images of the drill cuttings of the group of drill cuttings;

f) estimating an estimated bulk density and effective
atomic number as data pairs for each of the cuttings of
the at least one group of cuttings scanned in ¢), wherein
the estimating of the estimated bulk density further com-
prises using the measured bulk density measured in step
d) in calibrating and adjusting estimated density values
determined for the cuttings of the at least one group of
cuttings scanned in e);

g) assembling a reconstituted core using at least of a por-
tion of the at least one group of drill cuttings; and

h) determining at least one rock or formation parameter
associated with a subterranean location in the subterra-
nean reservoir using the reconstituted core.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising performing
steps d), e), f) and g) for at least two of the plurality of groups
of drill cuttings of ¢).

3. The method of claim 1, wherein b) comprises estimating
downhole coordinates from which the group of cuttings were
produced to within about plus or minus 10 feet of actual
downhole location.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein said extracting of said
drill cuttings from said drilling fluid in a) comprises separat-
ing the cuttings from the drilling fluid with a shale shaker.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the group of drill cut-
tings of b) are stored in a bag or canister.

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising classifying
the group of drill cuttings by size after b) and before d).

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the classifying by size
comprises separating and recovering a fraction of the group of
drill cuttings having a size above about 60 mesh to about 40
mesh, or a fraction lower than about 40 mesh to about 60
mesh, for further use in d).

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the group of drill cut-
tings of b) are cleaned before d).

9. The method of claim 1, wherein two or more groups of
drill cuttings are analyzed in d), e), ) and g), and results
thereof are arranged in sequential order.

10. The method of claim 9, further wherein corresponding
downhole coordinates of estimated locations of each of two or
more groups of drill cuttings is recorded along with the physi-
cal location of the groups of drill cuttings.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein the container is a tube
with a circular or rectangular cross section.

12. The method of claim 1, wherein the container is an open
tray having a width selected wherein the container and the
contained drill cuttings pass through a sample opening on an
X-ray CT scanner in e).

13. The method of claim 1, where the group of drill cuttings
is secured in position in the container by embedding the drill
cuttings in a resin material that holds the drill cuttings
securely in place.

14. The method of claim 1, wherein d) comprises physi-
cally measuring the bulk density of at least one of the plurality
of groups of drill cuttings.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the physically mea-
suring comprises weighing a group of drill cuttings (M, ) and
placing the drill cuttings in a container of known volume (V,),
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then filling the container with a liquid, and recording volume
of liquid (V,) required to fill the container, and calculating
bulk density (p) with the formula:

My

Vv

16. The method of claim 1, wherein assembling of the
reconstituted core in g) comprises physically assembling the
drill cuttings of the group to provide the reconstituted core.

17. The method of claim 1, wherein assembling of the
reconstituted core in g) comprises logically assembling the
drill cuttings of the group to provide the reconstituted core.

18. The method of claim 1, wherein the reconstituted core
of'g) cross-references a location on the reconstituted core and
a subterranean location from which the drill cuttings were
produced.

19. The method of claim 1, wherein the drill cuttings
included in the reconstituted core in g) comprise all drill
cuttings collected in a particular time period and from a
particular subterranean location.

20. The method of claim 19, wherein the drill cuttings
included in the reconstituted core in g) comprise drill cuttings
further classified according to size, shape, or both.

21. The method of claim 1, further comprising i) displaying
at least one of the X-ray CT scans and estimates of bulk
density and effective atomic number produced from the
reconstituted cores.

22. The method of claim 21, wherein said displaying com-
prises at least one of graphically displaying on paper and
electronically displaying on a computer display.

23. The method of claim 21, wherein the reconstituted
cores are a representation of a horizontal well core.

24. The method of claim 1, wherein the at least one rock or
formation parameter associated with a subterranean location
in the subterranean reservoir of h) is at least one rock property
selected from porosity, mineralogy, grain size, grain size
variation, pyrite variation, cutting size, cutting size distribu-
tion, geomechanics, or any combinations thereof.

25. The method of claim 1, wherein the at least one rock or
formation parameter associated with a subterranean location
in the subterranean reservoir of h) is at least one of a facies
location in the formation and a formation property.

26. A method to characterize subterranean formations,
comprising:

a) extracting drill cuttings from a used drilling fluid at the
Earth’s surface, wherein the drilling fluid transports the
drill cuttings to the Earth’s surface after use of the drill-
ing fluid in a drilling of a wellbore in a subterranean
reservoir;

b) grouping the drill cuttings into a group of cuttings based
on a time of arrival of the drill cuttings at the Earth’s
surface;

¢) repeating steps a) and b) at least once to provide a
plurality of groups of drill cuttings that arrive sequen-
tially at different recorded times at the Earth’s surface,
wherein the plurality of groups of drill cuttings are
placed in separate respective containers in a sequential
arrangement thereof, wherein different containers are
used to store different groups of drill cuttings having
different times of arrival,
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d) measuring a bulk density of a plurality of groups of drill
cuttings of ¢) to provide a measured bulk density;

e) performing a multi-energy X-ray CT scan of the plural-
ity of drill cuttings of d) to generate digital images of the
drill cuttings of the groups of drill cuttings;

f) estimating an estimated bulk density and effective
atomic number as data pairs for each of the cuttings of
the at least one group of cuttings scanned in ¢), wherein
the estimating of the estimated bulk density further com-
prises using the measured bulk density measured in step
d) in calibrating and adjusting estimated density values
determined for the cuttings of the at least one group of
cuttings scanned in e);

g) determining if a change in trend occurs for a group of
drill cutting in f):

h) assembling a reconstituted core using a group of drill
cuttings for which a change in trend was determined to
occur in g); and

i) determining at least one rock or formation parameter
associated with a subterranean location in the subterra-
nean reservoir using the reconstituted core of h).

27. A system to characterize subterranean formations,

comprising:

(a) a drill cutting collection unit for repeatedly extracting
drill cuttings from a drilling fluid in groups of drill
cuttings based on a time of arrival of the drill cuttings at
the Earth’s surface and placing the groups of drill cut-
tings in separate respective containers in a sequential
arrangement thereof, wherein different containers are
used to store different groups of drill cuttings having
different times of arrival,

(b) a device for measuring a bulk density of at least one of
the plurality of groups of drill cuttings to provide a
measured bulk density;

(c) amulti-energy X-ray CT scanner having a stage capable
ofholding at least one of the groups of drill cuttings, and
optionally including the container that holds the group
of drill cuttings, and

(d) one or more computer systems operable to 1) obtain 3-D
digital images of the groups of drill cuttings, ii) estimat-
ing an estimated bulk density and effective atomic num-
ber as data pairs for each of the cuttings of the at least one
group of cuttings scanned in the multi-energy X-ray CT
scanner of ¢), wherein the estimating of the estimated
bulk density further comprises using the measured bulk
density provided with the bulk density measuring device
of b) in calibrating and adjusting estimated density val-
ues determined for the cuttings of the at least one group
of cuttings scanned in the multi-energy X-ray CT scan-
ner of ¢), iii) assembling a reconstituted core using at
least of a portion of the at least one group of drill cut-
tings, iv) using the reconstituted core to determine at
least one rock or formation parameter associated with a
subterranean location in the subterranean reservoir, and
v) output the results to at least one device to display,
print, or store results of computations of (i)-(v); and

(e) at least one device to display, print, or store results of the
computations.

28. A non-transitory computer readable medium with a
computer program product embodied thereon that, when per-
formed on a processor in a computerized device provides a
method for performing computations of one or more or all of
the indicated steps of the method of claim 1.
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